Trinity Book Clubs ~ Pass the Word and Join Us!

“Thanks” to Pat Macchiarolo, Coordinator

Afternoon Book Club

Tuesday, September 7, 1:30 pm, at Hebrews
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The Glass Castle by Jeanette Walls

SUMMARY: Jeannette Walls grew up with parents whose ideals and stubborn nonconformity were both their curse and their salvation. Rex and Rose Mary Walls had four children. In the beginning, they lived like nomads, moving among Southwest desert towns, camping in the mountains. Rex was a charismatic, brilliant man who, when sober, captured his children's imagination, teaching them physics, geology, and above all, how to embrace life fearlessly. Rose Mary, who painted and wrote and couldn't stand the responsibility of providing for her family, called herself an "excitement addict." Cooking a meal that would be consumed in fifteen minutes had no appeal when she could make a painting that might last forever. 

Later, when the money ran out, or the romance of the wandering life faded, the Walls retreated to the dismal West Virginia mining town -- and the family -- Rex Walls had done everything he could to escape. He drank. He stole the grocery money and disappeared for days. As the dysfunction of the family escalated, Jeannette and her brother and sisters had to fend for themselves, supporting one another as they weathered their parents' betrayals and, finally, found the resources and will to leave home. 

What is so astonishing about Jeannette Walls is not just that she had the guts and tenacity and intelligence to get out, but that she describes her parents with such deep affection and generosity. Hers is a story of triumph against all odds, but also a tender, moving tale of unconditional love in a family that despite its profound flaws gave her the fiery determination to carve out a successful life on her own terms. 

For two decades, Jeannette Walls hid her roots. Now she tells her own story.

Here is the link to a readers' guide for The Glass Castle.
http://www.bookbrowse.com/reading_guides/detail/index.cfm/book_number/1560


                                                                                                                                                                
Here are two video interviews that you might find interesting. The second one includes Jeannette's mother.

 

http://video.google.ca/videoplay?docid=-8715987849974542069#

 

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=lW0XVno-0gM
                                                                                                                                                                                             (continued……)
Evening Book Club

Monday, September 13, 6:15 pm, Sr. High Classroom 
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When Bad Things Happen to Good People by Harold Kushner
SUMMARY: As a young theology student, Harold Kushner puzzled over the Book of Job. As a small-town rabbi he counseled other people through pain and grief. But not until he learned that his three-year-old son, Aaron, would die in his early teens of a rare disease did he confront one of life's most difficult questions: Where do we find the resources to cope when tragedy strikes? 
"I knew that one day I would write this book," says Rabbi Kushner. "I would write it out of my own need to put into words some of the most important things I have come to believe and know. And I would write it to help other people who might one day find themselves in a similar predicament. I am fundamentally a religious man who has been hurt by life, and I wanted to write a book that could be given to the person who has been hurt by life, and who knows in his heart that if there is justice in the world, he deserved better. . . . If you are such a person, if you want to believe in God's goodness and fairness but find it hard because of the things that have happened to you and to people you care about, and if this book helps you do that, then I will have succeeded in distilling some blessing out of Aaron's pain and tears." 

Here is a link to a critique of this book: http://plafgridz.tripod.com/FetherPDFs/Bad%20Things%20Good%20People.pdf 

And two discussion guides: http://www.cokesbury.com/PDF/TeachableBooks/WhenBad.pdf 

http://www.readinggroupguides.com/guides3/bad_things_good_people1.asp 

You can listen to an excellent recent NPR interview of Rabbi Harold Kushner here:

http://www.npr.org/templates/story/story.php?storyId=124582959 
